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The last three decades have witnessed a proliferation of nongovernmental organizations engaging

in new campaigns to end the practice of female genital cutting across Africa. These campaigns

have in turn spurred new institutions, discourses, and political projects, bringing about unexpected

social transformations, both intended and unintended. Consequently, cutting is waning across the

continent. At the same time, these endings are misrecognized and disavowed by public and

scholarly discourses across the political spectrum. What does it mean to say that while cutting is

ending, the Western discourse surrounding it is on the rise? And what kind of a feminist

anthropology is needed in such a moment?Ã‚Â The Twilight of Cutting examines these and other

questions from the vantage point of Ghanaian feminist and reproductive health NGOs that have

organized campaigns against cutting for over thirty years. The book looks at these NGOs not as

solutions but as sites of Ã¢â‚¬Å“problematization.Ã¢â‚¬Â• The purpose of understanding these

Ghanaian campaigns, their transnational and regional encounters, and the forms of governmentality

they produce is not to charge them with providing answers to the question, how do we end cutting?

Instead, it is to account for their work, their historicity, the life worlds and subjectivities they

engender, and the modes of reflection, imminent critique, and opposition they set in motion.
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Ã¢â‚¬Å“In this bold, compelling book, HodÃ…Â¾ic shows why female genital cutting has served as

the test case for claims regarding humane imperialism and human rights, and for debates about



cultural relativism, liberal tolerance, and feminist activism. NorthÃ¢â‚¬â€œSouth collaboration to

end the practice might serve as a tool of governance, but it also yields unforeseen awareness,

questioning, and the unmasking of fetishism. An original, erudite, and important

work.Ã¢â‚¬Â•Ã¢â‚¬â€•Jean Comaroff,Ã‚Â Harvard University Ã¢â‚¬Å“A tour-de-force feminist

analysis of Ã¢â‚¬Ëœthe problem of cutting.Ã¢â‚¬â„¢ Without passing judgment, yet with critical

eye intact, HodÃ…Â¾icÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s ethnography explores how Ghanaian NGOs changed lifeworlds

and laws about female genital mutilation (FGM) in their efforts to end the

practice.Ã¢â‚¬Â•Ã¢â‚¬â€•Erica Bornstein, author of Disquieting Gifts: Humanitarianism in New

Delhi

Saida HodÃ…Â¾icÃ‚Â is Assistant Professor of Anthropology and Feminist, Gender, and Sexuality

Studies at Cornell University.Ã‚Â  Ã‚Â 
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